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BIBLIOGRAPHICAL 

/. The Library of the American Antiquarian Society. 

[When " No. 45, Notes on Special Collections in American Libraries," was published 
in the series of Bibliographical Contributions issued by the library of Harvard Univer- 
sity, the library of the American Antiquarian Society at Worcester, Mass., was by chance 
omitted. As the pamphlet mentioned is of constant use to scholars, and as the Antiqua- 
rian Society's library is one of great importance to students of history, it has been thought 
that some notes upon its contents would be welcomed, as a supplement to " No. 45," by 
readers of the Review. The following notes have been prepared by Miss Mary Robinson, 
assistant to the librarian, Edmund M. Barton, Esq.] 

The Library was founded in 1812, by Isaiah Thomas, the Revolution- 
ary printer, his own library forming the nucleus, to which have been added 
90,000 volumes. 

American history : this collection is large and growing, including gen- 
eral, state, and local histories, genealogy, biography, state, city, and town 
documents. In special departments the Library has important collections 
relating to Witchcraft, Indian linguistics, the American Revolution, Slavery 
and the Civil War. 

The collection of Congressional documents is one of the most complete 
in the country. 

American newspapers: a valuable collection of over 5000 volumes. 
Among the most complete files of the early newspapers are those of the 
Boston News Letter, American Weekly Mercury, Pennsylvania Gazette, 
New York Gazette, New York Weekly Journal, New Hampshire Gazette, 
Newport Mercury, Connecticut Gazette, and Connecticut Courant. The 
Library has a nearly complete file of the Massachusetts Spy, the oldest 
existing newspaper in Massachusetts. A list of the collection of news- 
papers, as it was in 1880, was printed in the eighth volume of the Tenth 
Census. 

Mather manuscripts : this voluminous collection includes diaries, ser- 
mons, notes, and essays. The earliest treasure is the original draft of the 
celebrated Cambridge Platform, drawn up by Richard Mather. The form, 
as adopted by the synod, and printed at Cambridge in 1649, i s m tne 
Library. The autobiography of Increase Mather, written for his children, 
and diaries kept in his interleaved almanacs, include the years from 1660 
to 1 72 1. About 300 letters from Cotton Mather, and his diaries for the 
years 1692, 1696, 1699, 1703, 1709, 1711, 1713, and 1717; also several 
essays that have never been published, among them a theological treatise 
called " Triparadisus," "A Brand plucked out of the Burning," an account 
of witchcraft, and the experiences of Mercy Short, and a very pious and 
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elaborate medical essay on the common maladies of mankind, called " The 
Angel of Bethesda." Printed works, 400 volumes, by the following mem- 
bers of the family : Azariah, Cotton, Eleazer, Increase, Moses, Nathanael, 
of Salem, Nathaniel, son of Increase, Nathanael, of Dublin, Richard, Sam- 
uel, of Dublin, Samuel, of Windsor, Samuel, of Witney, England, and Sam- 
uel, of Boston. Another interesting memorial of these famous Puritans is 
a collection of over 900 volumes, which comprised a portion of their working 
library. 

Historical manuscripts : 800 carefully arranged volumes, including a 
numerous collection of orderly-books of the Revolutionary army, together 
with records, muster-rolls, army orders, etc., covering the later Indian wars 
and the Revolutionary period; six folio volumes of the (Salem) Curwen 
family papers, relating to private and public affairs, covering the latter part 
of the seventeenth and the whole of the eighteenth centuries; William 
Lincoln's MSS., relating to the history of Worcester County ; Christopher 
C. Baldwin's diaries, and his Sutton papers ; also a large collection of deeds, 
inventories, and autograph letters ; some exquisitely illuminated missals on 
vellum, written during the thirteenth, fourteenth, and fifteenth centuries. 

The Library contains a large proportion of the early American imprints: 
the " Bay Psalm Book," printed at Cambridge, 1640 ; several early editions 
of the Cambridge Platform, and various almanacs ; the Massachusetts colo- 
nial laws for 1660, 1672, 1675, 1692, and 1699, an d an exceedingly inter- 
esting collection of sermons by the early New England divines, relating to 
ecclesiastical and civil matters. 

Bibles: about 500 volumes, comprising the Venetian edition of 1476, 
and the celebrated Archbishop Cranmer Bible of 1540. This department 
contains both editions of the Eliot Indian Bible ; the Aitkin Bible, Phila- 
delphia, 1782, and the first folio Bible in the English language printed in 
America, by Isaiah Thomas, at Worcester, 1791. 

Early books : a work on natural history, which Thomas, in his " History 
of Printing," states to have been printed as early as 1470 ; Petrarch De 
Contemptu Mundi, 14 71 ; also a rare edition of his De Vita Solitari, 
1472, which has rubricated capitals throughout ; and many other valuable 
specimens of ancient typography. 

Spanish America : about 1200 volumes, comprising works on Mexico, 
Central and South America. Additions to this collection are made from a 
fund established by Isaac and Edward L. Davis. The antiquities of Mex- 
ico and Yucatan are well illustrated by valuable collections of relics, the 
gift of Hon. Stephen Salisbury, the President of the Society. These are of 
especial value, as representing the original object of the Society, — the study 
of American antiquities. 

Japanese literature : this collection, the gift of Hon. J. Carson Brevoort, 
includes issues from the leading presses of the world, from 1558 to 1859, 
written in six different languages. 

The collection of early voyages and travels includes many primitive 
editions. 
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American text-books: about 4000 volumes. Many complete sets of 
the publications of learned societies. 

The Library has a good collection of Psalmody and Hymnology : also 
a collection of maps, political broadsides, painted and engraved portraits, 
photographs, busts, and statues. 



2. West Florida. 

For the following list of materials in the Public Record Office 
at London, relating to the history of the British colony of West 
Florida, the Review is indebted to William Beer, Esq., Librarian 
of the Howard Memorial Library at New Orleans. 

A. America and West Indies. 
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